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REMARKS 



Cialihs 1-5, 7-9 and 11-12 are pending. 

Claims 1-5, 7-9 and 11-12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as beimg uftpate&taWe; 
over iaimesch*585 (U.S. 4,880,585) in view of Kliniesch'379 (U.S. 5,073,379). Applicahts . ". 




respectftdly traverse this rejection. 



To establish ^ prima facie case of obviousness, the prior art references ntust tfeat^h bt . . 

.. • ' • ' >* ' *,, ^, . - 

suggest all of the claim limitations and there must be some suggestion or motivatioh t6 fiiodify 



the references or combine reference teachifigs (MPEP 2142-2143). 

Amended claim I and previously presented claim 1 2 make it cleiar that the presetSt . . 
invention involves the separate steps of . . ^ 

1. tablet formation, 

2. cooling of the formed tablets^ 

3. singulation of the cooled tablets, and 

4. deflashing of the singulated tablets, ... 

where at least steps 1-3 are effected in a continuous process characterized by the presence of ; - : 
contiinuous tablet belt 

Even if the skilled person were to combine Klimc!sch*585 and Klimesch*379, such; 
CDtnbination would not suggest dividing tablet formation, cooling and singulation into thiiie . . . " - .: . 
separate stages arranged sequentially. 

In fact, in Kiimesch *379, tablets are formed, cooled and singulated in a sihgle.Stiep . 
ciharaicterized by the absence of a continuous tablet belt. Thus, in Klimesch*379, any endeavor io • 
optiiiiize one step of theJ process results in effects on others (e.g. when increasing the tiine . 
allowed for the tablefe to cool down before separation, Klimesch'379 would requirt enlarging .. 
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the di^s tiSed for fpriiiing the tablets because cooling down is effected in Kliniesch'379 in ffie^ : \' . 
foftning dies, thus leading to considerable investm .: { * 

With the present invention^ it is possible to optimize each stage indepei^ently fristo.ei^^^^ \ 
other according t6 the needs of the particular nieltniixtures and ph^ti^ . 
concerned, dius rfesultmg both in considerable savings and increased flexibility bf the prddu^tiott ' 
i^o. '*.',.; ;-'/'.'■'*';' 

In view of the aforementioned advantages of the present invention, it wtmld not Kavfe - ; . 
been obvious to modify the teaching of the cited art to arrive at said invention. - 
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